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soinething like a genera! agreement appeared upon
the question of a double tunnel, while the chief
surveyor and four others took up the same iden of a

single tanpel. Therefore, be thought that not more |
than four or five classes need be formed, to which |

they sbould refer the leading principles to be kept in
view. He dcnied that any foregone conclusion had

beea come to upon this subject, as he believed that |

one of the most eminent engincers in the country
would not sdopt the plan of either the consulting
surveyor or of the chiefl engincer. As to the delay
that they sppeared to have fallen Into, in fifty-six
statements sent In, and particalarly those sdvocating
two tunnels, they appeared to have wholly neglected
one of the greatest dificolties, and that was, let the
tuone! be where it might, with an iotermitteot sup-
ply of water, what would be the proportion of the
deposit; for if they constructed tunnels, there coald
be no doubt that in the lapse of years they would
be filled cp. In the scheme of on2 tunnel the same
difficalty wou!d exist, though in a greater propor-
tion. Such being the state of the matter, where
they bad s0 mueh to learn, he thoaght they might
be pardoned if they asked for more time, as there
werg other conniderstions than the mere reliefl of
London by & certain canal.

Mr. Alderman Lawreace thought no elassification
should be made by the Court, but that they should
leatc that question uaincumbered o percons who
were practicaily scquainted with the subject, who
would themecives classify them if such » course was
couridered necessary. He trusted that all parties
would receive fair play, eapecially as he found grear
disanion in the goud. and their decisions were
guided by the influence of majority against minority.
Let the plans be good, bad, or indifferent, be was
for referring them to geotlemen of koown skill and
experience.

e Cbairman said their position rémioded him
of the story of the man that prayed to Jupiter for
wealth, bis request was graoted, and he was over.
whelmed in the shower of it. They were not exactly
overwhelmed, but they wonld have some diffieulty
in extricating themselves from the mass, and select.
ing such portions as they might deem valuable, He
thought the most judicious course would be the one
that had been suggested.

After a few words from Mr. Norris,

Mr. Chadwick said his opinions on this rubject
hsd been {ully set forth lo official documents, to
which he had sct his name. Long mnce be had
pressed two plaos on the consideration of the court.
to bring these principles In issue ; and s0 far from
dictating, or taking any undue position, bis object
had been to place facts before the commusioners,
without any -canceived opinions on his part.
He bad 'ixhtmcm to delay thewr decisions untll
therr tnal.works wers in a 6t stage for them to
decide ; and he was strongly of opinion that they
should decide no genersl plans vntil the two sar.
veys were complicted.  If be bad any pre-conceived
opinlons, t| were directed—6irst, to the parifi-
catlon of the house, which formed at least two-thirds
of their work ; the next, to purifylog the street;
and lastly, the river.  Great misreprescntations had
been made out of doors as to the atate of feeling in
the court, and what had been done.  He sdwmitted
that there had been great delays, but at the xamne
time he frit assured that a most important progress
had been made over those acts of any presious com-
mission.

Mr. R. L. Jones said; certainly the greatest divi-
fions existed in the coart;—for what was agreed to
by one court was rescinded by another: they had
no principle laid down as to bouse drainage, or the
difference that should be made between a large
house and a small one; in fact, nothing was doac
but on the bit-by-bit system. These evile had
been brought upon them, lie beliesed, by splitting
ap the court into sectious by the farmation of comn-
mittees.
~ Seseral commissioners addressed the coart, aod
the folloming resolutions wers put and sgreed to
unznimously : —

*' That the author of each plan received since the
20th August be required to send in, by the 17th of
October, a concise statement of what he considers
the maln festures, whetber in principle or detail.

" That the statements so seut in be printed for
the consideration of the commissioners as early as

icable.

** That within fourteen days after the completion
of the printing and circalation of the concise state-
ments, s special court be summoned to considir of
the proceedings which it may be proper to take for
deciding upon them, in coulurmity with the previous
resolutions of the court.

** That such persons who send in plans shall, on
receipt of such plans, be entitled to receise back the
dimount paid for sections and particalars.’

The court, on this question, was then adjourned
sine dfe.
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THE ARCINITECTURAL ASSOCIATIOR begin
their seasou with a conrersazione this (Friday)
evening, the 5th Inst., at their rooms, Lyon's
Inn Hall, Strand.

METROPOLITAN COMMISSION OF
SEWERS.

A cexruat Court was held on Thursday, at the
Court-bouse, Greek-street; Sir Jobn Burgowne.
R.E., in the chair.

A lctter was received from Mr. Bell, chemist,
complaining of the state of the drainage of Great
Portisnd-street, one death having recently occurred
there from cholern, and at the present time the amells
were 80 offensive, that Lhe worst resnlta were anti-
cipated, unlesa o remedy was immedintely applied
by teapping the guliles, such work to be done at
the expense of the commiasion. The application,
on the recommendstion of the Works” Committee,
was agreed tn.

Srwage Manure for Hyde.park. 1t sms agreed
that permission be givento Mr. Mann, superintend.-
ent of Hyde.park, 1o sink, at his own expense, s
well to receive a portion of the sewage from the
sewer running through Myde-park, for the purpose
of pumping and nsing it for manuring the park.

e of Sewage Manure in Agriculture.—The
following letter was read by Mr. Woulrych, the
clerk :—

© Weald Hall, Brentwond, Sept, 29, 1849,

¢* Gentlemen,— In consequence of the invitatinn
of landhniders within 50 mil=s of London. in refer..
eoce to the spplication of sewage ure, | obtained
the inspection of a portion of my e.tate br Mr,
Doaaldson. Never having received any infa-mation
of the result of that inspection from your board, |
conceived It had been givea uwp. A, however, |
perceive (rom a teport in the Times of Friday last
that I am in error, I lose no time in declining fur-
ther treaty for it.  The late ravages of cholera in the
lowlands and banks of rivers bave led me more to
appreciate the healthiness of these hills. where hap-
| pily mo cases of that pestilence hare yet shown
themaelvés. | fear the importation of sach whole.
sale floods of London sewage, charged with noxiom
gases, especially If deposited in an open reservoir
rufficieotly estensive to admit of a supply to reach
Crouch river, and which, according to Mr. Baker's
calculations per scre, wust be enotmous. would be
begond the power of every deodorizing fluid yet

discovered. Of the value of sewage manure to |

mesdow land there can be no doubt, bat the opinion
of so experienced an agricalturist as Mr. Robert
| Baker leads me to question its spplicability to the
| wet arable Innds of Esscx in the direction proposed.
| =1 am, gendemen, yours, obediently.
W. Towexr.

E. R. Woalryeh, Esq."

The letter was laid apon the table, but no conver.
tation took place apoun the subjeet.

The Explorion of IAe Sexwcer in Friar_strest. —A
letter was rroewved from Messrs. Cwtlin end Co.,
soap-makers, on the subjeet of whe recent explosion
of s sewer in Friar-street. —Mr. Lesiie said be had
intended to move the abolition of the Trial Works
Comumittee, but wus induced, at the request of Lord
Carlisle, to postpone that motion un:il the Com-
mittee had made thrir report.  That report had not
appesred, hot they b;«roonc notwithstanding on
Sarurday last, in the sbape of nn cxplosion in the
sewer in Friar.street.  On liearing of it. be Mr,
Leslie) sont for Mr. Medworth. tn asecrtaim if he
knew ansthing of the works done there. but he
denfed that there was any truth in ft: aad Mr.
Geant, the district survevor, denied the story in
foto, in the presence of Mr. Hattan and two other
officers, Mr. Grant alding that ut this period of the
year the nexepapers were glad to gri anything they
could. Not satisled, howeser, from the circun.
stantial aceount whieh appeared of the transsction,
he made further inquiries. an it tarned out that one
of the officers had sonc on Satunday night, on his
own responsibilits. and had blawn up the ecwer.
He thoaght, therefore, ‘that if there wis then ans
objection to stop the Trial Worke Committee, there
could be none now. [t appeared that thoe had
made a communication from the ash.pit of the
steam-engine of Thorne's brewery with this foal
sewer.  Such & process be considered hazardous.
1f damage occurred, and the factory were bluwa up,
who was to pay the cipenses of the policics of ine
surance—ceridinly not the fire offices. ile there-
‘fore hoped they wonld nowx snd at once stop the
further precrediizs of the Trial Works Committce.
Notwithstandiog the ion was stated to be
on its last lexs, he hoped they shonld, =t any rat,
die with som-thing like deceney. — Mr. Marrax
justified the Trial Works Committee.

Mr. Grant, anticipating some obscrvations might
be made upon this subjeet, bad drawn up a
which he would now read. ¢ stated that the reports
that had sppeared of this circumstance were of »
sery exaggerated aod incorrect character, Prom
the state of this sewer, be suggested that Mr.
Gurner’s mode of ventilation should be tried. Mr.
| Conper and other parties were consulted on the
subject, and a pipe was attached from tbe sewer to
the ash.pit of a furnace. The dranght wes very
great, snd fur some time the experiment went on
satisfactorily, but the stonc-ware pipe uearcst the

cracking.  To mscertain the effect of the air of the

sewer at the side rotrance, & lantern was let down
and the air inflamed, which operation was repeated,
after which, wheo the men were cloging the flap, it
was suddenly carried with a jerk like the blasting of
a quarry. the inflamed gas eseaping suddenly, and
slightls injuring one of the men who was slanding
st the entmance.  Simaltaneously the inflamed gas
being drawn in to the furnace, the stone.ware pipe,
which had been getting hotter, suddenty burst, and
the door of the ashi-pit. which had been hanging
lorse, was thrown off. This was the whole extemt
of the explomion. It further stated that no ooe bui
bimself was responsible, 1 he did not consult either
of the chief officers, nnr did be do it by order of any
cummissioner. He uiso mentioned various places
where similar experiments had been tried with suc-
cess : and in sopport of bis view, quoted the opinion
af Me. Paraday contained in the first report of the
Metenpolitan Sanitary Commission: in which be
stated that *¢ | have often thought that the many
farnice and engine flues that rise np 9o ahundantly
in Londoa might be made t6 compenmte in part
for the miasma which their smoke veessions by
being turned 1o account in ventilstinz the sewers
and borning the putrid vapours generated therein:
—A long and rather disorderly deoatr ensued on
this gaestion, which was termimated by the adop-
tian of the fullowing resuintions :—

** That the court approses of the course taken by
Me. Grant, in reference to the sewer in Friar-strect,
basing consulted the best available sutoorntics. and
that the expenses be peid.”” — = That the Trial
Works Caiemitice be inatructed to report on the
suhjeet of such sentilation. and that an carls day
nfter ita receipt be appninted for the ennsiders:lon, of
the e1id report,’’

A Jong cooreration took place an the improper
ute of candles ln the sewers,—Mr. Laslic cnntend.
ing that the Dery iamp should invariably be nsed.
as sarivus accidents bad arisen from tone negioct ;
which riew xas supported by Dr. Bouthwnod Smith.
—It wes ordered that the usc of the llavy lamp
shoald bé stricly insisted upon for the fuzure.

Some works were then ordered, and the eourt
sdjourncd.

fMRiscrilanea,

Canpextirs’ Haut, Lovnoy.warr.—
Alderman f.awrence, one of the new sheriffs,
being on the Court of the Carpenters’ Com-
pany. the sheriffs’ inanguration dinoer was
given in the oid hall, which has not heen used
for such » purpose for many veare. We have
before now spoken of this hulding ; it appears
to bave been acquired by \he company in the
vear 1428, and in the following vear a * Great
Hall * was built by them. \Whether any part
of the original hall be still standing, eannot be
ascertained ; but the records of the Carpentere’
Company, which (with ths exeeption of n few
sears during & portion of the teign of Henry
VIIL) present an unbroken serise of the ae-
counts of the compans since the year 1438,
contain pa notice of the subscquent ereetion
of any hall, though ther include constam
entricy of dishursements for ex:ensive repairs
and additione. The present hall, therefore. if
not huil: in the reign of Henry VI 11420},
must, at least, he zs ancien: as that of Henry
VIll. Little of the original work, however, ix
to he reen. Ihe interesting mural paintings
here. tliscovered in 1645, will be remembered
by our reeders.

Brrise ix Towsxs.—The Board of Health
have, unfortunatels. been beaten in therr righte-
ouscndeavourstosavethe lives of theenmmunity
by the suppresmian of thm pineance. U nder
the 9th clause of the Nuisances Act ther rum-
mobed the proprietors of the Whitfield Chapei
graveyard, in Tottenham-court.rmad. hefore
Me. Jardine, fur reristing thewr order to dis-
continue the nuisance ; bat the insufficiency of
the claase induced the judue to digmien the
summons, while, at the same time, he confereed
the propriety of the Hoards intention. We
trust that even in the mcan time. howrrer, this
will prove no check to the vigomur procednre
of 2}l in power with those other generul mes-
sures requinite to the health and life of the
community. Pitr it were not the modemn
practice, ax it was the more eeasible practice of
the ancients, to hurn or embalm al) the putri-
finhle matter of the dead. As for weacures
of general cleensing, the tme for that now
spproaches. I'be danger of opening cempanis,
&c., has crippled ail endearonrs, hitherto, while
the piague raved, and the camals of filth below
the level of the Thames on the south side have
dove their dreadful work without the least

farnace becathe rery hot, and showed symptome of | qualification or merey, Something now, bow-

ever, mnst be done.
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